
M E N  A N D  C H I L D R E N  E V E R Y W H E R E

W h i c h  p a r t  o f  a  h y m n  d o  y o u  t h i n k  i s  u s u a l l y  w r i t t e n  f i r s t :  t h e  w o r d s  o r  t h e  m u s i c ?  ( W o r d s  i s  c o r r e c t l )
Bu t  fo r  th i s  hymn the  tune  came f i r s t .  "Rock  o f  Ages"  (o r  i n  Hebrew,  "Mooz  Tsur " )  fo r  hundreds  o f
y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  s u n g  a t  t h e  J e w i s h  F e a s t  o f  L i g h t s ,  " H a n u k k a h . "  P e r h a p s  y o u r  J e w i s h  f r i e n d s  c o u l d  t e l l
you  abou t  the  feas t ,  and  maybe  inv i te  you .

The  O ld  Tes tament  speaks  o f  God  as  our  "Rock , "  wh ich  means  tha t  He  w i l l  l as t  fo rever ,  i s  s t rong ,  i s
p ro tec t ion  f rom enemies ,  and  a  h id ing  p lace  in  t ime  o f  danger  and  t roub le .  Here  i s  a  t rans la t ion  o f  the
or ig ina l  Hebrew hymn.  T ry  s ing ing  i t  once  you  have  lea rned  the  tune .

Rock  o f  Ages ,  l e t  ou r  song
Pra ise  Thy  sav ing  power ;
Thou  amids t  the  rag ing  foe ,
Was t  ou r  she l te r ing  tower .
Fur ious  they  assa i led  us ,
B u t  T h i n e  a r m  a v a i l e d  u s ,
And  Thy  Word
Broke  the i r  sword
When our  own s t reng th  fa i l ed  us .

Hanukkah  ce lebra tes  the  v i c to ry  o f  Judas  Maccabeus  over  the  Syr ians  who  had  cap tu red  Je rusa lem.  In
p repar ing  the  Temple  fo r  worsh ip  aga in ,  they  found  some o i l  wh ich  the  Syr ians  had  no t  des t royed .
W h e n  i t  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  T e m p l e  l a m p ,  t h e  o i l  b u r n e d  m i r a c u l o u s l y  f o r  e i g h t  d a y s .  ( S o m e  h y m n a l s
have  a  tune  ca l led  "Judas  Maccabeus"  se t  to  the  Eas te r  hymn,  "Th ine  i s  the  g lo ry . " )

Char lo t te  Lockwood Garden ,  o rgan is t  o f  Crescen t  Avenue  Presby te r ian  Church  in  P la in f ie ld ,  New Jersey ,
knew "Rock  o f  Ages"  (she  a lso  p layed  fo r  a  synagogue)  and  asked  her  pas to r ,  Dr .  John  J .  Moment ,  i f
h e  w o u l d  w r i t e  a  n e w  t e x t .  H e  l i s t e d  1 6  p e o p l e  a n d  t h i n g s  w h i c h  c a n  s i n g ,  d o  s i n g ,  o r  s h o u l d  s i n g
" H o l y ,  h o l y "  t o  o u r  G o d  w h o  i s  g l o r i o u s .  C a n  y o u  f i n d  t h e m  a l l ?

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  p h r a s e s w h i c h  m a y  n e e d  e x p l a n a t i o n .  ( 1 )  " M e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n "  -  w h y  d i d n ' t  D r .  M o m e n t
s a y  " M e n  a n d  b o y s ? "  O r  d i d  h e  m e a n  t h a t  " m a n "  i s  a  w o r d  t h a t  m e a n s  a l l  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  w o m e n ,
and  tha t  ch i ld ren  inc ludes  g i r l s  and  boys?  (2 )  In  s tanza2  a ra inbow i s  ca l led  God 's  "Covenan t  s ign . "  In
the  s to ry  o f  Noah  and  the  f l ood  (Genes is  9 :12-17) ,  the  ra inbow was  a  p romise  by  God tha t  he  never
aga in  wou ld  send  a  f l ood  to  des t roy  the  ear th .  (3 )  "Far  doma in"  in  s tanza  2  means  the  a rea  over  wh ich
God ru les  -  evervwhere .

The  tune  i s  d i f fe ren t  f rom
two a re  en t i re l y  d i f fe ren t .
" s o n g . "  A n d  t h e  4 t h  l i n e
b e g i n n i n g !

H-78

mos t  songs  you  s ing  in  church .  The  f i r s t  two  l i nes  a re  the  same,  bu t  the  las t
I t  i s  fun  to  march  up  the  s ta r t  o f  l i ne  3  and  then  f l oa t  down on  the  word
w i t h  i t s  s e q u e n c e  o n  " H o l y ,  h o l y "  i s  n e a t .  B u t  n i c e s t  o f  a l l  i s  t h e  b o u n c y

Hymn S tudy  by  Aus t in  C .  Love lace
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